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road between Adigrat and Makalle to feed two Army Corps.
Evidently he had time to prepare and to store food. His
road was not subjected to bombardment. He could use
it in day-time, for there was no need to be afraid of
the air. The toy artillery on Amba Aradam could never
reach his line south of Makalle. His final preparations
were concealed from the Ethiopians south of him by the
Italian aviation, which bombed and gassed the whole
area of Amba Aradam and Buia intensively, destroyed
the stock of Mulugeta and kept his men pressed under
cover.
On the loth of February everything was ready for the
capture of Amba Aradam. The two Army Corps, the First
and the Third, lay on the base line of the Gabat half-way
between Makalle and Amba Aradam, ready to advance.
The aerodrome of Makalle was packed with planes and
bombs, and a special aerodrome had been constructed just
north of the Gabat, only ten kilometres from the great table
mountain. The artillery ready for action numbered over
two hundred pieces and ranged from 75 mm. quick-firers
to 149 mm. Howitzers. I believe, but am not sure, that
heavier artillery was used behind.
Amba Aradam had been perfectly mapped by the Italian
Air Force. All the routes round it were known better to the
Italians than to the Ethiopians. The chart of Amba Aradam
was divided Into minute squares and every piece of artillery
knew its range and its objective. The slightest error was
immediately corrected by aeroplane spotting and wireless
reports.
Amba Aradam could be penetrated by five valleys to
the south rising from the plain of Antalo : its northern
face was almost impregnable. Badoglio's proposal was to
encircle the^mountain with an Army Corps on either side
and enter it from the rear.
It was a field day. Everything was mapped out on the
Italian side. Even the umpires, the journalists, long
oppressed by the severe censorship of Badoglio, were given
their observatory*
Mulugeta and his twenty thousand men on Amba Aradam
knew nothing about it. They sat in their caves and clefts
in the giant's castle, or lay in the trenches which the Italians
supposed were constructed for battle. Their whole war-life

